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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 
George Washington to Col. William Washington. 

Philadelphia, Sep r . 21 st , 1794. 
My dear Sir, 

Compassion for a helpless woman and a number of small 
children, was the principal inducement to my retaining in service 
another year, the same man who has overlooked my carpenters a 
number of years back and consequently was the cause why I did 
not employ the person (whose name I have forgot) and his two 
negro carpenters & white apprentice whom you recommended to 
me, last fall, as a superintendent of this business. 

The incorrigibility of the person I now have, or lately had 
(for I believe he has gone) is such, as to be no longer tolerated; 
necessity therefore compells me to seek for another. 

This letter then is addressed to you for the purpose of enquir- 
ing if the man mentioned by you to me last fall could now be had ? 
Whether he would come on the terms he then proposed? If not, 
whether on any other terms? — and what? Singly, or with his 
workmen ? — and when he would be able to repair Mount Vernon ? 

To save time, I would thank you for writing by Post to Alex- 
andria, to M p William Pearce, my present Manager at Mount 
Vernon, solving the above queries ; who will, immediately upon 
the receipt thereof inform you decisively whether he will employ 
him upon the terms he may propose — if materially changed from 
the former. If they are not altered, or but immaterially so, & 
you still retain a good opinion of the man and his hands (if he 
chuses to bring them) I w a . in that case pray you to engage him 
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at once, and on my behalf enter into the written agreement, or 
one similar thereto, which I sent you last fall. His being married 
would be no objection — as there is a house three or four hundred 
yards from the mansion, that would accommodate him — and the 
people he brings very well. 

My best wishes, in which M r .* unites, attend you and family, 
and with much truth, 

I am Yours Affectionately, 

G°. Washington. 



(Addressed to) 
Postmarked 



Care of the 
Postmaster 
Leedstown 
President U. S. 



Col . Will m . A. Washington 

Westmoreland Cty 
Virginia 



Endorsed Sep. 21, 1794. 
Business. 



James Monroe to the Editors of the Charlottesville 
Virginia Advocate. 

Oak Hill Nov r 27. 1827. 
Gentlemen— 

I have had the pleasure to receive yours of the 19 th ., and am 
much gratified by the kind sentiments, which you express in it, in 
my favor. I wish my memoir, remarks, & documents, reprinted 
in a pamphlet, and prefer having it done, in the county, in which 
I have resided from my early life, & have left with regret, & by 
yourselves. To those papers some others may be added, a portion 
of which were referr'd to in the memoir, particularly, those letters 
which were addressed to the Secretary of State, & printed in 1797 

* A word appears omitted here. 
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in my view of the conduct of the Executive, on my return from 
my first mission to France. To these extracts, from two or three 
others, may be added, with one or two letters from others to me, 
& some notes explanatory of passages in the memoir &c. They 
will be illustrative of the great events of the French revolution, & 
of the difficult theatre, on which I was placed, and are due to me, 
& will be interesting to the public, as I presume. I have not de- 
cided to add these, but think that I shall. Should I decide to do 
it, the arrangement shall be made, by the time I receive your an- 
swer to this letter. The addition spoken of might amount 40. or 
45. pages, so that by looking at the memoir &c, you may ascer- 
tain, the number of pages, which the whole publication wo", 
amount to. My wish is that the publication is not only your act, 
but that if any thing be deriv d from it, it be to your advantage. 50 
copies are as many as I sho a . want. If printed immediately, & 
copies be sent to Richmond & Washington, I think they might be 
sold, & I presume at Frdbg, & elsewhere. You say you wo a . want 
some small advance. How much? I have really no money, but 
will endeavour to aid you. Let me hear from you, as soon as in 
your power. I enclose this to Mr. D. Michie who [will] com- 
municate with you on the subject. With respect & esteem I 
am yr ob l ser n 

James Monroe 



James Madison to Thomas Walker Gilmer. 

Montpelier Sep r ., 6. 1830. 
D r Sir 

I received by the last mail yours of Aug 1 . 31. I concur with 
you entirely in the expediency of promoting, as much as possible, 
a sympathy between the interests for public education; and in 
the particular expedient you suggest of providing for a compleat 
education, at the public expense, of youths of distinguished capaci- 
ties whose parents are too poor to defray the expense. Such a 
provision made part of a bill for the "diffusion of knowledge" in 
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the code prepared by Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Wythe and Mr. Pendle- 
ton, between the years 1776 & 1779. The bill proposed to carry 
the selected youths thro' the several gradations of schools, from 
the lowest to the highest ; and it deserved consideration, whether 
instead of an immediate transition from the primary schools to 
the University, it would not be better to substitute a preparatory 
course at some intermediate Seminary, chosen with the approba- 
tion of the parents or Guardians. One of the recommendations of 
this benevolent provision in behalf of native genius, is, as you 
observe, the nursery it would form for competent teachers in the 
primary schools. But it may be questionable whether a compul- 
sive destination of them to that service could in practice answer 
expectation. The other prospects opened to their presumed talents 
and acquirements, might make them reluctant and therefore the 
less eligible agents. 

As it is probable that the case of the primary schools will be 
among the objects taken up at the next session of the Legislature, 
I am glad to find you are turning your attention so particularly 
to it, and that the aid of the Faculty is so attainable. A satisfactory 
plan for primary schools is certainly a vital desideratum, in our 
Republics, and is at the same time found to be a difficult one 
everywhere. It might be useful to consult, as far as there may be 
opportunities, the different modifications presented in the laws of 
the different states. The New England, N. York and Pennsyl- 
vania examples may possibly afford useful hints. There has 
lately I believe been a plan discussed, if not adopted by the Legis- 
lature of Maryland; where the situation is more analagous than 
that of the more northern States, to the situation of Virginia. The 
most serious difficulty in all the Southern States, results from the 
character of the population, and the want of density in the free 
part of it. This I take to be the main cause of the little success 
of the experiment now on foot with us. I hope that some im- 
provements may be devised, that will render it less inadequate to 
its object: and I should be proud of sharing in the merit. But, 
my age, the unsettled state of my health, my limited acquaintance 
with the local circumstances to be accommodated, and my inex- 
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perience of the principles, dispositions and views which prevail 
in the Legislative Body, unfit for the flattering co-operation you 
would assign me. The task I am persuaded will be left in hands 
much better in all those respects. 

I think with you also that it will be useful as well as honorable 
for the University, that it should be understood to take a warm 
interest in the primary schools, and that the judgment of those, 
most immediately connected with it and presumably most cogni- 
zant of the subject of education, accords with any particular plan 
for improving them. But I submit for consideration, whether a 
direct proposition volunteered from that quarter, would not be 
less eligible, than such explanations and assurances on the ub- 
ject, as would be appropriate, from the Representatives of the Dis- 
trict, in the Legislative councils. But on this point your knowl- 
edge of the temper and sensibilities prevailing in them make you 
a better judge than I am. 

With cordial esteem 
Mr. Gilmer James Madison. 



Henry Clay to Thomas W. Gilmer ( 1836) 
Dear Sir 

I was much gratified to learn from Gov r . Barbour, at whose 
instance I address this letter, that a prospect existed of a favorable 
vote at Richmond in the legislature on the project for distribut- 
ing the proceeds of the public lands. Early next week, the Comm" 
to which my bill was referred will make a report and bring out 
some valuable additional information. It turns out, I understand, 
that the yield of the last quarter of the last year, instead of being 
only two millions as estimated by the Sec y of the Treasury, is five 
millions ! 

I am confident that this great National resource will, at no very 
distant day, be wasted and destroyed if the States do not interpose 
with a determined speech to arrest the danger. Such has been 
long my conclusion. Whereupon, I was probably unjustly 
suspected of motives of a personal nature, in bringing forward 
this project. Now, I trust, no such imputation can be made. 
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It is manifest to me that the admin is aiming to accomplish 
two purposes I st to undertake the probable receipts into the Treas" 
ury; and 2 dly . to squander the surplus. With this view, a War 
panic is got up, when no one can be foolish enough to believe that 
France will make War upon us. As a part of the same system, 
Mr. Barbour proposes applying the whole surplus, accrued and 
accruing, to the National defence. Whilst in the House, they are 
now discussing a proposition to appropriate two millions to the 
navy, without estimates, and without any report from any head of 
deparement. Other schemes will probably be brought forward. 
The admin does not feel itself sufficiently strengthened by placing 
this vast surplus in the possession of favored Banks ; it wants the 
actual employment of it to stimulate and increase partizans. 

I will not here discuss the power of distribution, under the 
deeds of cession. But I will say that I not only think it exists, 
but I believe that the very object which Virginia had in view, in 
her magnanimous grant, can be only accomplished by distribution. 
In no other way can we be sure that each State is benefited in 
proportion to its contributions and charges resulting from the 
confederation of the States. 

Would it not be most unjust if, after the great sacrifice 
patriotically made by Virginia, and after the express reservation 
in her behalf, the public domain should be now thrown away in 
^SK>nary graduation projects, or ceded voluntarily to the New 
States, or used as the means of enticing her sons from her own 
borders ? 

I should be highly pleased to see all parties in your Legisla- 
ture uniting in expressing their approbation of the principle of 
distribution and I submit to you whether an effort to produce 
such an union should not be made. If it fail and if the admin 
party should oppose itself to the scheme, you would then be 
stronger in your appeal to the people. And I confess it has 
seemed to me that, if they will draw into the vortex of party, a 
subject which should be far removed from it; and if the question 
is properly brought home to the feelings and understandings of the 
people, your triumph would be certain. No where would it be 



William and Mary Quarterly 7 

surer than in Virginia, because no other State made a grant to the 
General Government so munificent. How much better would it be 
for you to make such a noble issue as that would be, instead of 
allowing your opponents to make and compel you to meet them 
on the miserable issues which they have heretofore tendered. 

I have understood that one of your Senators intends to resign 
in the event of the passage of a certain resolution before you. 
Such a course would be against the united judgment of his friends 
from other States. I know not what effect it would have on Vir- 
ginia. Every where else it would be bad. And if it should be 
thought inexpedient at Richmond, would it not be well to address 
dissuasives to him? 

With great respect, I am your ob\ Servt. 

Tho. W. Gilmer, Esq. H. Clay. 



President Tyler to Henry A. Wise. 

Washington, Sep r 27, 1841. 
My Dear Sir: 

Since you left I have had a free conversation with Allen of 
the Madisonian and informed him of the proposition which had 
been made through you for the establishment of a press. He called 
afterwards to say that he would be pleased to have an interview 
with the gentleman and that he would be inclined to unite on the 
Madisonian with them. This would suit every way. The Madi- 
sonion is the official organ and is now enjoying the Executive 
patronage. Can you without much inconvenience see the gentle- 
men on this point. ' 

Mclain declines the war office. This may lead to arrangements 
in the course of the week, which will enable me to provide for 
Mr. Wise without disturbing any one. I shall not lose sight of 
him until his matter is arrang d and that in time for him to get here 
in due season. 

I hope M™ Wise and Mr. Sergeant are in better health. Be 
pleased to present me respectfully to them and accept for yourself 
assurances of my friendship 

Hon. H. A. Wise j ohn Ty]er 
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Mrs. Madison to her Sister, 

Nov. 13 th 42. 
My beloved Sister — 

I am glad to have a letter for you from our dear James and 
I trust in Heaven it will find you well and easy in mind on all 
subjects. I am now in excellent health tho' my eyes are com- 
plaining much, and have been so for many weeks preventing the 
use of my pen in a great measure so that I require of Anna to 
give you an account of us and all else that can interest you. 

I have no fixed prospect of going to Washington this winter, 
tho' the business of my papers ought to take me there. When I 
returned on the I st . Sept. I found the overseer had worked for 
himself and ruined my prospect of any sort of Crop. He was 
sent away & I am now without one, but W m . Temple being here 
I persuaded him to remain this winter to superintend and I hope 
we shall make something by & by. 

How is dear William & Margarette and precious Millicent with 
your sweet little pet ? I long to see you and them and shall hope 
for it. My love to them but most to you my own sister. 

D. P. M. 



John C. Calhoun to Thomas W. Gilmer. 

Fort Hill, 

28 th July 1843 
My dear Sir, 

I agree with you in your estimate of the importance of placing 
before the people, at this time, the information you suggest, and 
in the way you propose, and would, if my leisure would permit, 
cheerfully comply with your request. I hoped when I retired to 
find much more than I yet have, or fear will have. Between my 
correspondence, which is heavy, and my private and domestic con- 
cerns I have but little left, and that little, I have appropriated for 
the present, and for some time to come. I trust, however, that 
my declining to undertake it, will not prevent you from doing it. 
I know no one more competent, and I am sure you cannot bestow 
your leisure moments more usefully. 



William and Mary Quarterly 9 

It is all important to keep Virginia right, and to expel the de- 
lusion to which you refer, is an indispensible stop. It is the 
stronghold of Clay Whiggery. To storm it, is to break up the 
party in your State. 

But will you to permit me to say, that it is not the only indis- 
pensible step towards keeping Virginia right. Whiggery is not 
the only difficulty. Those who have lead in your State, since the 
death of Jefferson and his associates, have put and are endeav- 
ouring to keep Virginia in a false position. Her true political 
position; that in which Jefferson placed her; that which only is 
suitable to her old State rights doctrines of '98, and out of which 
they grew; that which only can make her consistent and re- 
spectable, & finally, that which only can give her influence & 
power, is to stand at the head of the South, and the weaker 
portions of the Union. It is essentially a minority position, 
one on the side of the limitations of the Constitution; yet 
it is the strongest of all positions, and will keep the power 
habitually in the hands of the State, that came from her geographi- 
cal position and weight in the Union, take the lead in it, till the 
system itself shall fall into decay. The reason is obvious. It is the 
truly Democratic and popular position, and so long as our people 
cherish Democratic & popular sentiments, it must prevail over the 
opposite position; that which takes sides with power in contra- 
distinction to the limitations. That is essentially the Federal and 
aristocratic side, although naturally the majority side. The strug- 
gle is between the two sides, and ever will be so long as the spirit 
of our institutions is preserved ; and the latter will hold its dom- 
inancy till it becomes extinct, if Virginia should rescue & stead- 
fastly hold to her true position. She is the only State that can 
take & steadfastly maintain it. 

But she is and has been in a false one for years, & the effort 
now is to keep her there. She has associated herself with N. York 
and the great central non slaveholding States, and abandoned her 
old position of being at the head of the South and the weaker por- 
tion of the Union. It is a position, where she must ever act a 
secondary part, and which must detach her from her old asso- 
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ciates : alienate her from her old & glorious doctrines ; and finally 
corrupt her morals & debase her character. She must yield to her 
new associates & compromise at every step her old principles and 
policy, till she herself will despise & throw them away, as useless 
trumpery. This has already taken place to a great extent ; and 
hence — the formidable growth of Clay Whiggery in Virginia of 
late. 

I regret to say, that the Enquirer has taken the lead in this 
false move; ignorantly, I hope, but not less dangerous on that 
account. It will be fatal to the State, and our institutions, if 
not arrested ; and let me say, you & those of your age & influence, 
owe it to yourselves ; to your State ; to your section, and your 
country to arrest it. It can be effected now by union & vigor 
among yourselves, and no time ought to be lost in commencing 
the good work. Do not suppose that the interest, I may be thought 
to have in it, influences my judgment, or dictates what I say. 
Personally I feel no interest in the presidential election ; and, if 
I did not believe, I could do much to reform the gov' and restore 
the Constitution, I would not accept it, if tendered. You see I 
write you without reserve. I have entire confidence in your pru- 
dence and honor. I avail myself of the opportunity to express 
the pleasure I feel at your success in the recent election. Your 
presence will be important in the next Congress. Let the South 
rnc'ei stand one another & be bold & prudent, and they may reform 
the gov 1 

Truly 

Hon. T. W. Gilmer, J. C. Calhoun, 



